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How to Talk Your Way o swese o
Out of a Speeding Ticket, Part Il

By GEOFF WILLIAMS, AOL SMALL BUSINESS
Posted: 2009.12.28 15:43:05

Geily images N
Unless you'a a practically perfect driver, t's almost inevilable. You'e driving to *
or from work, and suddenly you sea thosa red headlights flashing behind you, ¥
I yol're pulled over and it's clear you won't ba able lo talk your way outofa  +
speeding licket (using our ips in Part 1), Matthew J. Waiss has some advice for ©
you. Weiss is a iraffic lawyer on Park Avenue in New Yark City who sayshe  »
has defended lans of thousands of motorists for over 18 years and has heard
just aboul every type of excuse out there, (The best and worst excuse for
spoeding rolled into one? Weiss had a ciient who was pulled over for speeding
-- he fold the officer he was worried he'd be late for his schedulad court
appearance to contest a speeding tickat.)
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if you're pulisd over, “thers are no magis words to aveld a lickst,”" admits Waeiss
but he does have some goed ideas for minimizing the demage to your wallet
and aufo insurance, '

Suggest a different charge. Weiss himself was once pulled over for speeding.
When he handed over his license and registration, he pointed oul to the officar
that he didn't have his insurancs card and asked if he could be written up for
that insfead. The officer agreed, and Weiss was able to get the “no insurance
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tickel" charge dismissed by going inte court and providing proof of insurance.

Just don't blame Weiss if you try this, and the officar replies, “No, | won't do
that, but thanks for reminging me of another charge { can cile you for.” Bul itis a
claver idea, Officers are people, too. Most of thew arer'l gelting jollies by
ruining somecne's day, which is probably why Waiss has another related idea.

Suggest a less serious charge. "Almost everyone asks 10 be let off," reasons
Weiss, “Be different. Ask for 2 fess serious charge, and maybe youll get lucky.
Suggest & lesser speed.”

Weiss says this is called a "road side piea," and you have nothing to lose by
trying #. "You can even say — if you mean it — that you will not contest the ticket
if he simply reduces it now," says Weiss. Al least in that case, your insurance
company may react more kindly and gently, and of course, the ticket may cost
less, too.

Signal thal you have friends who are police officers. Don't be overt about it, but
Waiss says thal if you have a PBA {patroimen's benevolence association) card
or some other police card, aliow the officer to ses it as you'ra "searching" for
your license. That may trigger a moment of sympathy. Just bo warmed, says
Weiss, that the officer may start asking questions, and if it's dlear you have no
understanding of this organization .. well, you can imagine the fun conversation
you're going to have.

Ask for a warning - dont ask lo be "tef go." Weiss says that asking fora
warning is betler "because it sounds more conltrite. This language suggests that
you will behave and won't ehiect it the officer were to caich you again.”

Be polile. “Rudenass has ‘brought’ many a motorist additional summens,” warns
Woeiss. Treat the officer ike a human being, and he or she may do the same.
{Or not, but it's worth a shot.)

Foliow direetions. "Dont make an officer ask you twice,” says Weiss. "It will
only encourage him to flex his authorily muscie.”

Don't deny your guilt. ¥ you are innocent, that's one thing — protest nicely, and
then again in court, But if you know you're guilly, and the officer knows it, and
“you deny that you commilied the offense, it wil only irritate him," says Weiss,

Avoid the excuses that won't help you in court. These include:

- " was going with the traffic.” Welss explains that "this is not a defense. The
spaed limit is the spead limit. f everyone is looting, it doesn't make it okay to
lgot"

- "My speedometer was broken.” Again, not a valid defense, notes Waeiss. "You
are responsibie for your car's proper functioning and for knowing how fast you
are going. ¥f it was broken, then you shouldn't be driving the car, or al the very
teast, you should be driving extra slow.”

-~ "Everyone was speeding, but | was the oniy one pulled over.” Nice try, but
Weiss says that for his or her safely, the officer is only aliowed (at least in New
Yaork) to pull over one motorist at a time. And see his " everybody eise was
iooting" comment.

-- "The officer was rude.” One of Weiss's favorites: “While officers should not be
dissourteous, 1his Is irrelevant to whether or not you were speeding.”

Click to qo to Part |

Geoff Williams is a frequent contributor to Aol Smalf Business, He is also the
author of C.C. Pyle's Amazing Foot Race and co-author of the new book Living
Well with Bad Credit. Willlams has been pulled over for speeding four imes
ant has never been able lo falk his way oul of a licket. His [ast fickef - knook
on wood - was on January 1, 1998
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