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Accidents Do Happen

by: Matthew J. Weiss

The more miles you drive a year, the greater your chances of getting into anaccident. In this
article, we will discuss certain things you should do in the unfortunate eventyou are involved in a
motor vehicle accident.

Upon the occurrence of an accident, your first priority should be the safety ofyourself and others.
Unless there is some type of danger to them, injured persons shouldgenerally not be moved. Call
911 and wait for trained emergency service personnel. If you arenot sure of the seriousness of
your injuries, we would recommend seeing a physician. The oldmaxim “better safe, than sorry”
works perfectly here.

Additionally, if you are the operator of a motor vehicle involved in an accidentinvolving
personal injury, damage to real or personal property or injury to a horse, cat, dog orcattle, you
may not leave the scene without first giving your name, address, telephone number license and
insurance card to the affected person. If the affected person is not present at theaccident scene,
then you are required to report it to the nearest police station as soon as you arephysically able to
do so.

It is highly advisable to also call and wait for the police in the event vou areinvolved in an
accident. The police officer will prepare a report which very well may help youin negotiating
with the insurance company regarding a claim you may have. It is not unheard offor someone to
deny they were even in an accident and a police report eliminates such a claim.You can purchase
the report at the officer’s precinct for $10.00. Note that the police precinctwill only accept a
money order or certified check.

The police officer will ask you what happened. Try and remain calm, and explainclearly and
succinct what transpired. Additionally, do not be afraid to point out evidence thatsupports your
version, such as skid marks to the location of debris. The officer will write downboth versions of
the incident. If there is a witness, ask the police officer to take the witness’statement as well. At
the very least, the officer should be asked to put the witnesses name.address and telephone
number on the report.

If you have or can get a camera, it is also helpful to take photographs of theaccident scene as







