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BY MATTHEW WEISS

The Traffic Violations Bureau: A Legal World Apart

he Traffic Violations Bureau
(TVB), which adjudicates
roughly two million traffic
summonses per year, is unlike
any other traffic court in the state.'
There are no plea bargains, prosecu-
tors, pretrial motions or pretrial dis-
covery devices. Therefore, attorneys
who rarely venture into a TVB court
are often confounded by how to effec-
tively represent their clients.
This article will attempt to demys-
tify the TVB system from a practition-
er's point-of-view.

Histur]r e

In 1969, The New York State Legislature passed arti-
cle 2-A of the Vehicle and Traffic Law (VTL) creating
the TVB with the goal of relieving minor traffic infrac-
tions from New York City's criminal courts.®

An arm of the Department of
Motor Vehicles, the TVE adminis-

slon and often will be required to post
. a $40 bond to get a hearing date. A $35
- suspension termination fee will also be
* imposed if the suspension has become
¢ effective.

o After a bond is posted, it will only be
refunded if the charge is dismissed. If
. the motorist is found guilty, the bond
will be applied towards the fine. In the
. event you fail to appear for the hearing
after the case is bonded, the bond will
be forfeited and most likely no further
hearing date will be given without a sus-
| pension being imposed in the interim.

~ No Appointment Needed

You do not need an appointment to plead guilty,
change a court date or show proof of licensure, insur-
ance or registration. Similarly, you do not need an
appointment to get a ticket dismissed based upon the

repair of equipment within 24 hours

tratively adjudicates traffic tickets
(such as speeding and red light tick-
ets) in Manhattan, Brooklyn,

There are procedural
differences between the

of the offense. You simply go to an
information window and ask to see
the Judge. He or she is assigned to
that room to handle such walk-in

Queens, Bronx, Staten Island, Suf- T}aﬁ‘ic Violations Bureqay ™Matters (as opposed to previously

folk County (the five western-most

towns only), Rochester and Buffa- and other Iraﬁ?c COLTES.

scheduled hearings).
For cases which have never been

lo.’ Traffic tickets issued in one of  fopomast is the standard rescheduled, you may reschedule

these areas are usually returnable
at one of these TVBs. Pursuant VTL
§5§155 and 225, however, criminal
courts, retain concurrent jurisdic-
tion over such matters, Thus, when
a crime is charged along with a traf-
fic infraction, jurisdiction for both

of proof, which is only
“clear and convincing”
versus “beyond a
reasonable doubt.”

them by calling the TVEB help line at
T18-488-5710 before the date of the
hearing or by personally appearing
on the date originally scheduled.
First adjournments are routinely
given although you may be required
to give a reason for such a request.

matters lies in criminal court.
Indeed, if a traffic matter relating to
a pending criminal charge is made returnable before
the administrative tribunal, you may ask the senior
administrative law judge (ALJ) at the assigned TVB
to transfer it to criminal court.

Most motorists enter their plea by mail, but you
can also enter a plea in person at any one of the TVBs.
We recommend entering your pleas in person so you
can ensure that it has been taken care of and so that
you can attempt to choose a convenient date for your
hearing. In situations where a conviction could resuit
in a suspension or revocation, a motorist may not
enter a plea by mail but rather is required to per-
sonally appear.

Regardless of whether a personal appearance is
required, tickets must be answered within 15 days of
receipt. Failure to respond will result in a suspension
notice being sent, and if you fail to respond to that
notice, a default conviction and fine will be imposed.*
When a suspension notice has been sent, the motorist
will have to personally appear to avoid the suspen-
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If it is the second (or third) resched-
ule, then you must ask to see a GE
judge (before the hearing date) or the hearing judge
{on the hearing date). The AL] might require that a
$40 bond be posted. Note that it is unusual for a
motorist to be granted a new date more than three
times (even with an aifirmation of actual engage-
ment).

Once a not guilty plea has been entered, you are
assigned a hearing date with one of the following time
slots: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 2:30 p.m. and
{on Thursdays only) 4:30 p.m. The time selected for
your hearing depends on the issuing officer’s sched-
ule.

On the date vou are scheduled to appear, you must
first locate your client's name on the board in the
lobby which is organized by time session. Next to the
motorist’s name, you will see a number. This is the
hearing room number to which you have been
assigned. If your name is not on the calendar, then
you should go to the Information window to find out
what happened to your case. Otherwise, proceed to
the room assigned and hand vour summons to the
court clerk with a business card attached to it. You
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