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Starting today, the state police will stop : (914) 73
plea pargaining traffic tickets, potentially EE:O birtg:: ﬁtal tetspgllzeu::?:lrgac:;ﬁ tlrr::; t:'pen
creating chaos for some courts and to conflicts of interest? Visit the "Issues in the
prosecutors. Lower Hudson Valley™ forum at LoHud.com.

Gov. George Pataki could derail the policy
change by signing legislation to mandate that
troopers continue plea bargaining outside
court. As of yesterday, Pataki had not received
the measure passed in June by the state
Legislature.

The state Senate planned to send the governor the bill today, along with other
proposals passed before the summer recess, state Sen. Thomas Morahan, R-New City,
said yesterday.

Morahan said he couldn't predict whether Pataki would overrule his state police
superintendent by signing the bill into law.

State police counsel Glenn Valle said the agency was moving ahead with its policy
change today.

In March, state police administrators decided that troopers would no longer plea
bargain traffic tickets. Valle said troopers negotiating the tickets they issued is a conflict
of interest and opens the force to charges of unfairness and corruption.

"We're planning to implement the policy change on our members' negotiating pleas,”
Valle said yesterday. "We've made no changes. I can't comment on what the governor
will do. Right now, that's just pending leqislation.”

The change could cost taxpayers — not only on tickets, but in government costs.
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Opponents contend that thousands of tickets statewide would go unresolved and clog
up the courts with jury trials if local prosecutors can't negotiate.

MNearly two-thirds of the counties in the state will have to make costly financial
decisions on how to process the tickets or not prosecute them, said Steve Aquario,
executive director of the New York State Association of Counties.

Rockland, Putnam, and West-chester counties do not prosecute summonses issued
by the state police.

In Rockland, District Attorney Michael Bongiorno said he has requested three
prosecutors and a clerk to handle between 1,149 and 1,419 traffic summonses issued by
the state police per month in Rockland.

The cost for the four positions will be $250,000 annually.

For that reason, County Executive C. Scott Vanderhoef said he has urged Pataki to
sign the legislation mandating the trooper plea bargaining.

Vanderhoef, along with several judges and lawyers, said the plea bargains keep the
court system moving.

"I think this amounts to another unfunded state mandate,” Vanderhoef said. "The
idea that the state police wouldn't do this is contrary to good law enforcement.”

Defense lawyers said plea bargaining could not be eliminated.

Attorney Matthew Weiss represents motorists in traffic courts across the region. He
said the court system could collapse with the added cases not plea bargained by troopers.

"The saying 'If it ain't broke, don't fix it' rings true in this situation," Weiss said.
"Besides, the state Legislature recognizes that these troopers must appear in court
anyway."

Maost of the revenues from the tickets go to the state, while the counties may have to
spend more money on prosecutors, he said.

Daniel De Federicis, president of the State Police Benevolent Association, called the
state police hierarchy's plan a "shortsighted scheme" to save money that will cost local
taxpayers.

Troopers would lose overtime under the change.

"The state police are trying to cut expenses,” De Federicis said. "I will acknowledge it
will be tough for the governor to overrule his own agency head. However, the Legislature
was clear it was a problem."

Valle, chief counsel to the state police, said troopers are not responsible for disposing
of tickets in court. He said prosecutors and municipalities have been spared the cost for
years.

Valle said cutting down overtime was not an issue,

Ethical and policy considerations are the main reasons that troopers should not be
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